io         THE MEANING OF THE WAR

It has been said that war, with all its terrible
evils, is the occasion of at least one good which
humanity values as above price: it inspires
great poetry. On the other hand, it seems
to crush philosophy. Many may think that in
this message it is poetry to which M. Bergson
is giving expression, It is, however, from the
depth of his philosophy that the inspiration is
drawn* The full significance of the doctrines
he has been teaching, and their whole moral
and political bearing, are brought into clear
light, focussed, as it were, on the actual
present struggle. Yet is there no word that
breathes hatred to any person or to any
race. It is by the triumph of a spiritual
principle that philosophy may hope to free
* humanity from the oppression of a materialist
doctrine.

The opposing principle has had, and still
has, philosophers to defend it, and they
belong to no particular nation or race. One